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City of Globe

150 N. Pine Street
Globe, Arizona 85501

Globe Mair Stree: Article - Ot 237 2045 Terry Wheeier

Dear Readers | agree with Pau! Tunis when he said. in his article in the October 7. 2015
issue of the Silver Belt, “there has been a Ict of confusion regarding the recent $35,000
funding request made by the Giobe Main Street Program to the Giobe City Council.”
Frankly there has also been a Iot of consternation, woiTy and neediess anger which
does nothing but create division when none should exist,

Let’s face it folks, none of this would be happening now had we not lost a force of
creativity and unification with the passing of Kip Cuiver; “a force that we may never
experience in our lives, again.” Kic was the glue that not only held all the happenings
and confusion in our historic downtown community fogether for quite a few years but
was the creative force for positive change to meve forward with the energy of a runaway

iocomaotive.

With his untimely passing, the thing for ali of us to remember, | believe, is that cur little
City of Globe has been around for a iong time. It started in the 1860's with people who
were hardworking entreprensurs, wiho came here from everywhere. For the most part
they had notning but geals, grit and determination. That spirit still exists here in Globe
passing on dewn with the descandents of those pioreering penaple along with many
newcomers who for over the years felt the need to make Globe their home.

The city of Globe wasn't even hooked to the rest of the world untif the railroad spur from
Bewie came to Globe arcund 19800 and it wasn't until the 1920°s that trails coming intc
Globe began to resemble roads, improved to handie more than wagons and pack trains.
The first tunne! out of Superior to the “Top of the World” opened the highway to Globe in
1929. Before that it was the “Apache Trail.”

Kip's Grand@dher was a railroad engineer on that early RR line, into Globe. We used
to visit about it because my Grand Father was the track foreman the other end of the
iine, in Bowie, at the same time.

I point this out because the people of Giobe had to provide for themseives. Prospecting

and mining were the things that brought most of them here. Bui they had tc eat and so
they farmed and raised livestock. They put :n cairies. raised their own feed, cut trees in



the Pinals to create timbers and lumber, cut stone and made brick for furnaces and
building materials.

Folks that spirit still exists today through the many descendents of those pioneering
people, and others like them, who have come here more recently, with the same spirit
of adventure and wanting to make things better for our (their) community.

Anyone who has been in this Community for any period of time should know that this
Town of ours’ is a special place where everyone is appreciated for what-ever
contribution they make to keep Globe vibrant and ecoriomically strong.

That was the case in 1980 here in Globe, long before Kip entered the scene. Globe had
been a very important commercial center for a large area stretching to the White
Mountains, up to Payson and Young, east towards San Carlos, Bylas and Safford. Of
course, | think it is well recognized that this commercial center was supported by a
strong mining industry, range livestock industry and a viable timber industry in the
northern part of Gila County.

The commercial industry included auto dealerships, banks, major brand dept stores,
and all of the various retailers required to support a vigorous marketing center.

In 1976 the Court House was moved fo its present location on Ash Street, vacating the
old Court House and leaving a hole in the downtown economy especially in the area
restaurants where Court House workers and visitors regularly ate.

From that point on, the Historic Downtown Commercial Area began to decline, slowly at
first, then more rapidly. This process can be attributed to many factors, one of which
was a prolonged mine strike during that period of time

By the early to mid 80’s many citizens became alarmed; the old Court House began to
fall apart as did the streets and other infrastructure.

Since that time, there have been toc many people, to mention here, who are
responsible with their “sweat and tears” for having made the sacrifice of themselves to
reinvigorate Historic Main Street Globe. Kip was one of those, who we will never forget.

I think it is important to recognize that it has taken a lot of money, from a lot of sources
to make the necessary changes to revitalize our town. The Federal Govt., State, County
and City of Globe are among many contributing to Globe Main Street, The Art Center
and Downtown Association since the very beginning and will continue to do as funds
are needed and available.(enclosed with this article is a list of the City’s input.)

As | see it, the people of Globe are like big family and when a problem arises we tend to
come together. Kip was an important part of this family and always will be. With his



absence those of us closest to him feel that absence the most. What we must do is
remember what Kip would have done when things got dicey or tough. He always had
something up his sleeve. We will continue to work together and support one another.
Paul, there is no reason for people to be worried about the Main Street Program. The
support is still there but dollars are scarce and we have to be creative. With a little faith,

things will get better, they always do.
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Terence O. Wheeler,
Mayor







